ORDINANCE NO. 2012 - J
AMENDMENT TO

ORDIMANCE KO. 2009-1

AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE CONTROL
AND DISPQSITIQN.GF,AHIMALS IN GIBION COUNTY, INDILANZ

WHEREAS, there exists in dibson County, Indiana, a need for an
ordinance for the control and maintenance of certain animals for

the general, health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Gibson
County; and’ ' :

WHEREAS, the Gibson County Board of Commisgioners is empowered
Lo - enact ordinances for the benefit of the Health, safety and

welfare of Gibson County and its citizens:

- NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Board of Commissioners of

Gibson County, Indiana, as follows:

SECTION I. ' DEFINITIONS:

A. ANIMALS: . The term "animal® when used in thig ordinance
shall mean any living, domestic creature, including fowl, mammals

and reptiles, ewcept human beings.

| B. DOMESTIC ANIMAL: The term “domestic animal® when used in
this ordinance shall wmean any tame animal asgociated. with family
1ife or accustomed to 1ife in ox pear the habitation of persons. -

C. OWNER: The term “owngr" whén used in this ordinance means
any = person, partnership, or  coxporation ownihg, -keeping or
harboring animals, B o o '

D. ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER: The Animal control Officer
refers to the staff members on the Anrimal Shelter.

E. AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLAINT: The  Texm  "Affidavit  of
Complaint™ shall niean a written sworn statément_of'complainth

F. DANGERCUS ANIMAL: - The term "dangerous  animal® shall
mean any animal which presents a substantial threat of bodily harm
Lo any person or pet iwm its vicinity or if it were to escape its
primary enclosure or escape from the cont¥ol of its owner or
custodian, Past. acts of aggréssive behavior shall justify the
detarmination that it is a dangerous animal. A do's breed shall
not be considered in determining whether or not it is dangerous.



3, ADEQUATE CARE: The term "adegquate care” shall mean the
provision of sufficient food, water, shelter, sanitary conditionsg
and veterinary medical attention in Qrder to maintaln an animal in
a *gtate of good healthy. .

I, NEGLECT: The term YNeglect"™ shall mean to fail o
sufficiently and properly cave for an animal to the extent that the
animal's health is jeopardized.

I. SHELTER: The term "Shelter® shall wmean adequate
protection from the elements and whether conditions suitable Ffor
the age, species, and physical condition &f the animal so as to
maintain the animal in a  state of good health, ghelter for
livestock includes structures or natural featurés such as trees or
topegraphy. and for a dog includes 1 or more of the Ffollowing:

1. The residence of a dog's owner or othér individual.

2. A doghouge that is an enclosed structure with a roof and
of appropriate dimerisions for the breed and size of the
dog. The dodhouse shall have dry beddlng when the’
outdocr. temperature is or is predicted to drop below
freezing.

¥¥]

2 structure, including a gavage, barn or shed that is
sufficiently insulated and ventilated to protect the
doge from exposure to extreme temperatures or, if not
sufficiently insuited and ventilated, contains a
doghouse as provided under. subparagraph (2) that is
accessible to the- dog

T STATRE GF GOOD HEALTH: ThL term’ "state cf-good health®
shall mean freedom From dlsease and- illness and in a condition of
properx . body weight and temperatura for the age and species of the
animal, unless the animal is upderg011g appreopriate treatment.

¥. AT LARGE: The'term “at large® shall mean any animal
that is: : : '
1. Not on & 1eaqh and is off the property of its owner, its

owney's agenr or 1ts kesper;

2. Gn a leash thait does not adequately confine the animal
to the property of its owner, its cwners agent or its
Keaper; or :

3. - On a leash that is not otherwizme under the immediate

control of a perscn physically capable of restraining
the animal. _

SECTION. 2

No person shall own, possess or harBor any animal that is
dangerous.
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Bo person shall permit any animal to run abt large, or keep,
posgess oY harbor any animal which by loud and trequent hOWllu , @r
other noise, or by entering property obher than that of the owner,
causes annoyance or digsturbance to any pergon in Gibgon Countys,
Indiana unless the dnimal is under the reasonable control of its
owney or keeper or some individual autherized by him or her or
unless enqaged in lawful hLﬂtTng accompanied by the owner or
custeodian of said anlmal or running on forested or agricultural
land oy with the permission of the land owner.

SECTION 4:

Upon termination by an 2Animal Contrel OFfficer with an.
Affidavit of Complaint, that an aniwmal is beéing permitted to run at
large or causes annoyance or disturbance to any person sald Animal
Control Officer may issue a viclation citation. Said violation
citation shall be administered though the Admlnvstratlve Court of
the Gibson County r"“o‘mz*nlc:S:Lcarnaazrs.

Any person.who is found to have viclated any provision of this
ordinance shall on first offense be issued a wrltten\warnlng shall
on second cffence, per cccurrence, be fined in the amount not to
eiXeceed fifty dollars {($506.00}, on thlrd offense, per occurrence, be-
Fined in an amount not Lo exceed one hundred. dollars ($100.00) and
on any fourth or subsequent offense, per ovcurrence, to be fined in
an amount not to excesd two hunidred d011mr5 {5200.00} . Occurrences
will accrus on a twelve wonth rolling calendar.

Any person who fails, refuses or neglects fo pay said fines
may pe summoned Lo appear before the Gibaon County Commigsicners!
Conrt for hearlng

SECTION 5:
If witivessed by the Bnimal Control Officer that an apimal is

being permitted to run-at large and po animal custodian or owner
can be located Lo ¢onfine the animal, the Animal Contiol Officer

shall impound the animal. Unless the animal is an unkncwn stray,
the Animal Control Officer will leave a notice of 1mpoundment for
the owher or custodian. Thizs notice will dive the owner or

custodian of the animal the information needed fo claim the animal
at Gibson County Animal Seirvices Shelter. Gibson. County Animal
Services shall maintain impounded amimals fox'a.mlnlmal of ten (18}
days, =0 long as space allows and the snimal is healthy. Tf the
animal has begn so serlously injured it can not recdver or is
sufferlﬂg from a sericus disease, the Animal &erwlce may have to
destroy the animal in a. humane manner. If the animal is not
claimed within the ten day time period, Gibson County - Animal
Services shall destrov it in a humane manner or place the animal up
Lor adoption.
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An animal control officer will have the authority to impound
ai animal for ordluance violatlions of neglect. The owner of an
animal may prevent disposition of the animal by GCaS by posting, no
later than ten (10} days after the animal has beén impoinded, a
bond with GCAS in an amount sufficient Zo provide for the animal's
care and keeping for at least thirty 1105 days, beginning from the
date the animal was impounded. The owner way renew a bond by
posting a new bond, in an amount sufficient to provide for the
animal's care and keeang for an addition thirty (30} days, no
iater than ten (18] days after the expiration of the pericd foxr
which a previous bond was posted.

If a bond expires and is not renewed, &CAS may determine
aispos;tion of £he animal . The cwner will still be billed for ten
{10} days of board feées and any medical axpenses accrued by EOAS .
If the ownet has paid a bond under this sgubsection, GCAS WAy

uthanize an animal if =z veterlnarlap determines that arlmal is
suffering exLreme pain.

An owner will have the rlght to gign over an impounded animal
at their disdretion at any time and pay any fees 1ncurred.by GCAS
including surrender fee beoardg fee and any veterinarian costs
accrued by GCAS.

SECTION 6:

An animal claim Lee and malnteqaﬁce fee will be charged to the
owner for any such animal and the rate for maintenarice will be
depsndent upon. the type of @ andmal and type of care néeded to
provide the . animal with adequate housing, food, medicine and/or
veterinary care. o '

SECTION.?:

A, The Animal ConLral Off; oy shall not release any
impoundsd animal to an owner with the owner show1ng proof of a
current rabiles V3061nat10ﬁ ' If mo proof of vageination ¢an be
provided an owner will be reéqui¥ed to purchase an owner cléim
rabies voucher for twenty-five dollars {425. g¢} which can be taken
to any wveterinary ¢linic. Tbls vouchev wlll be active for a ten
day period,

B. Gibson County Rnlmal Services will impose. the following

fee for ownexs of impounded animals claimed.
1. Thzrty-do¢iars_{sae.00) for the first foeﬁse,
2. Forty dcllafs”f$é0;30? fdf_tﬁe.secoﬁd-dfﬁéﬁséw'
3. Fifty dollars ($56.00) for thé thihd of fense.
4. After the third offenss, the animal shall not be

released to the owner. .
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After the first offense, Glbson County Animal Services
ghail be authorized to impose a fee of fifteen dollars
($15.00} for each day the animal ig boarded, beginning
on the second day of impoundment, in addition te claim
tees.

Any animal owner upon notification that their animal is
at the GCAS shelter will begin accruing board fees on
the second day of impoundment. If an animal owner
refuses to re-claim their animal, the owner must come
£o the GCAS shelter te sign over said animal and ray
the claim fee and any board fees owed. Board fees will
continae aceruing until the animal is sigried over to
GCAS. Any animal owner who does not come into the
shelter to sign the animal over will be still regpongible
to pay the surrender fee and ten {10} days of applicable
board fees which will be billed té the owner. GOST iexel
regquired to hold all animals ten {10) days.

Glbson County Znimal Services shall have authoritv to
require identification tags to be placed upon the
lmpounded animal at a cost &f two dollars ($2.00) to
the owner peéer tag.

211 fines and fees pald o Gibson County Animal Services
are to be used to defray the expenses of operating the
Gibson County Animal Services shelter.

SECTION 8:

An ownelr, pobsessu_, or perscn haviag the . chargﬁ or custody of
an animal shall net do any'of the :ollow1ng

A

B.

Fail to prov1de an anamal adéqnate_care.

Zbandon an animal or cause an_anlmai to be abandaned in -
any ‘place, without making prov151on5 for the animal's
adeguate care, miless Prémises are vacated for the
protection of human life ox- the preventlon of 1njdry to
a human. :

Negligently allow any anlmal Cincluding one who ig aged
diseased, maimed, hape?essly'81ck digablad or non-
ambulatory to suffer uﬂneceswary peqlect " torture oy
PRInR. : :

Tether a dog unlegs the tether-+s at least 3 times the
length of the dog as measured froaw the tip of its nose
to the tip of its tail and is attached to. a harness or
non-choke c¢ollar designed for tethering,

Leave an animal unattended in & vehicle when conditions
in that vehicle would gongtiziite A health hazard to  the
animal.
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Fail to c¢onfine in a securs building or enclosure a
female domestic animal in heat 80 as to prevent
conception except during instances of plamed breeding.

Vatoination required-¥No owner or custodian of any dog,
cal. or Lerrel shall keep, maintain, or harbor the
animal unless the animal has been vacdinated by a
licensed veterinarian with anti-rabic vaccine of a
type approved by the State Boaxrd of Health. The anti-
rabilc vaccination of the animal shall be repeated avery
cne to three as applicable to the vaccine. In no case
more than three vears elapge beétWween each vaccination.
all dogs, <¢ats and ferrets shall be vaccinated for rabies
as required by state statute. A licensed veterinarian
shall provide such vaccinations; _
Saaeen
Any ownex of an animal that Has bl?t&nﬁrequlring4&4ﬂﬂ;4a§
an Animal Control Officer to place an animal under a bite
guarancine at the owher's residence will be assessed a
fee of 845.00 dus and payable within ten (15) daye. Once
said animal is released from gquarantine the owner will
have five ({5} business days to have  said animal
vaccinated for Rables and wmust provide proof to GCAS.
Any owner who fails to provide proof of Rabies Vaccine
will be written a C1Lat10n

SECTION 9. REGQL&TIO& 0? BANGERGUS ANIMALS’

1.

Pursuant to a'preponderance of the eV1denCE an animal may

be declared as a Jdangerous: animal if there hag ocourred two (2]
serious unprovekaad: attacka to a merson ar another dnimal while
running at large.

2.

The. following conditicns maybe 1mpoaea bn an owner of an
animal deemed a dangerous apimal :

n Indoors when,not alaqe th& anxmal bE'under “Dntlﬁl
of a person’ elght391 {18} years or older

B, Outdoors and unattended tne arinal be k@pt w1tth
=1 locked fenced area from which it can not escape.

C. When outdoors the animal must be attended and. kept
Wlthlﬂ a locked area from. whlch ‘is can not mscape

D. When cutdoors the animal must be acttended and Rept
on a - leash no longer than six. (6) feet and undey
the control of a person elghteen (18) years of
age or Qlder : ' :

e

When outdoors the anlmal must be attended and
muzzled. Such muzzle shall not cauge injury to

the dog or interfere with its vision or.
respiration, bhut ghall prevent it from biting

e



a person or animal. The muzzle must be made
of non-metallic material so as to prevent the
muzzle from freezing to the animal.

. Placement of "Bewars of Dog" signs on the propsrty.
. An animal may not be declared "dangerous”:
1. If the animal was pryotecting or defending a

pergon within the imminent vicinity of the
animal from an attack or assault.

2. If at the time the recipient of the attack
wag commitbing a crime or offense upon the
property of the owner or custodian of the animal.

3. If the recipient of the attack was teasing,
tormenting, abusing or assaulting the animal on
itg own property or in the past has teased,
tormented, abused or assaulted the animal.

4. If the animal was attacked or menaced by
another animal, or the animal attacked was on the
property of its owner or custodian.

5. If the animal was responding to pain or
injury, or protecting itself, its kennels/ its
offspring or owner or custodians property.

6. Neither growling nor barking, nor both sghall
alone congtitute grounds upon which to find an
animal fto be dangerous.

7. An animal deemed “dangerous" that is not
under resgtraint and canncot be safely captured
by Animal Control Officers and impounded may be
glain by Law Enforcement.

SECTION 10:

This Ordinance supersedes Ordinance 2002-2, Repeals 2004-
5 and amends Ordinance No. 2009-1.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,, the Board of Commissgioners have adopted
20

this Ordinance this s"lday cf Famuva&y o Z0V2,

GIBSON COUNTY COMMISSTONERS

bl X Wodor

PRESIDENT

i'

Larald Bledsoe
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, Commissicner

ol Townsead

ATTEST :

AN
C.T. MONTGOMERY
GIBSON COUNYTY &AUDITO
ORDINANCE NO. 2Z000-2 Repealed this Gth day of May, 2009

ORDINANCE NO. 2004-5 Repealed this 5th day of May, 2009
ORDINANCE NO. 2009-1 Amended 2o 172




